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 The Dollar Store has a three-part outdoor sign every 
fall stating ”Faith, Family, Football.” This year it seems 
too mild and trivial.   This year it might read “Education, 
Covid, Afghanistan.”  We all need to be praying for our 
country as we are living in serious times.  
 “If my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sins and restore their land.” 2 Chronicles 
7:14. 
 At our August meeting we had over 88 in attendance.  
Six members joined RWR at the luncheon.  Nicôl and 
Kathy told us about the upcoming NvFRW Conference 
in Las Vegas October 22 and 23. We voted on 20 
voting delegates to attend (more can sign up later).  
Nicôl told us about the exciting Basque Fry coming up 
at Corley Ranch in Gardnerville.  There will be many 
interesting speakers and 4,000 people in attendance.  
 Jeff Church, Washoe County School Board Trustee, 
was our guest speaker. He won in a general election in 
November 2020 and took office in January 2021, 
representing District A and winning 60% of the vote.  
Jeff is the only conservative member on the school 
board.  Jeff served 23 years on the Reno Police Force 
and at the same time served 26 years with the Air 
Force Reserve. His dynamic presentation included a 
Power Point presentation with charts and statistics. He 
began his talk asking how many of our members have 
attended a school board meeting; over half have 
attended a meeting. Here are some of the points that 
he raised in his presentation:  Nevada is ranked lowest 
of all the states in education, including the lowest ACT 
scores. The most important issue in Washoe County is 
education. There are more bad schools than good 
ones. Reno has a 50% truancy rate. We have “ghost 
kids, “ and they have chronic absences. 27% of high 
school students use drugs. Enrollment Is down this fall; 
our schools are only at 80% capacity.  Critical Race 
Theory (CRT,) social justice, and sex education in 
school are major problems. 
 Lori Moore received the August Presidential Award 
for all of the work she has done for RWR. 
 Our September 9th meeting will feature 
Assemblywoman Annie Black. 
  See you at our lunch and looking forward to cooler 
and less smoky weather.   

Much Love, Lynda 
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2021 Executive Officers  
 
President: Lynda Siminske 
wlsiminske@att.net, 775-853-3413 
1st VP: Doni Webber 
doniwebber@yahoo.com, 775-830-5350  
2nd VP: Kathy Doyle and Nicol Herris 
Treasurer: Cindy Sassenrath 
escapella@gmail.com, 707-621-2009 
Rec. Sec.: Bev Stenehjem 
bev.stenehjem@gmail.com,  
408-705-6537  
 
Appointed Offices 
Chaplain:  Beatriz Robinson/Kathy Doyle 
Corresponding Secretary:  Marleia Sire 

Appointed Chairs 
Achievement Awards:  Kathy Doyle 
Armed Services/Homeland:  Joan Shoop 
Auditing:  Doni Webber 
Budget and Finance:  Cindy Sassenrath 
By-Laws:  Kathy Doyle 
Caring for America:  Connie Furlong 
E-Communications:  Kathy Doyle 
Event Planning:  Keiko Simonson 
Fundraising:  Rebecca Degn  
Historian:  Kathy Doyle 
Legislative & Advocacy:  Nicôl Herris 
Literacy:  Angela Haakinson 
Newsletter:  Victoria Crockett 
Nominating:  Joan Shoop 
Parliamentarian:  JP Puette 
Political Affairs & Activities:  Nicôl Herris 
RWNN PAC: Barbara Kirk 
Technology (includes Website & E-
communications):  Cindy Sassenrath 

Lynda Siminske, President 

mailto:escapella@gmail.com
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 Our August Presidential Award winner 
helps in many ways and on many 
projects.  She is found serving food at 
almost every one of our functions. She 
attends our monthly Board meetings and 
gives valued advice.  She serves on many 
of our committees:  Caring for America, 
Membership, PAA, and the Brigades.  
She helped in numerous ways on our fun  
Luau.  She was one of our beautiful  
models in our July Fashion Show  
Luncheon.  By now you have probably  
guessed our August Presidential Award  
goes to retired military and active RWR  
member, Lori Moore. 

President’s Award 

 As a horrible smokey August winds down, fundraising committee has taken time off to visit 
family, friends and enjoy living through 2021 Covid separation and isolation.  I am so grateful for 
Red Hawk allowing us to have our monthly meetings to gather together and actually see each 
other.  Each meeting brings joy, vitality and anticipation of activities to come. 
We did not have baskets to sell at the August luncheon because we had such low amount of 
donations.  It’s difficult to be creative when the shelves of inventory are slim pickings.  We 
welcome gently used or brand-new items to fill our baskets to be purchased as gifts, (“Gift 
Baskets”) for business, grandchildren, friends or special occasions.  If people want themed 
baskets, please let us know. ie.. spa treatments, nails, dogs, cats, animal-husbandry, etc..  
Businesses are struggling, so they’re less inclined to make donations without a tax incentive 
benefit.  Political clubs aren’t worthy in the eyes of the IRS.  All the money from basket sales are 
made from donated items and used to enhance RWR club activities and guest speakers’ 
expenses. If everyone could do a fall house cleaning after kids are leaving for college, pack up 
their left-over treasures and call me.  I’ll pick up or we can meet for coffee to pass along the 
items.  We need inventory; jewelry, house gifts, pretty dishes, books, and objects de arte. 
The Fundraising committee is grateful to everyone who have supported us this last year, but 
hope that people will continue to donate and purchase the unique handmade baskets made from 
generous donations.   
 
Blessings to you,  Becky Degn  
 

 

Becky Degn, Fundraising Chair 
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The 6th Annual Basque Fry on Saturday, August 14th, was a great success - well over 4,000 attended.  And 
because next year is the Mid-Term Primary and Election year, it is expected to be even bigger. 
 It was also a huge success for the Republican Women of Reno.  RWR's PAA Committee went in with Mt. 
Rose Republican Women and together we shared an area with our tables.  We sold items, gave out 
calendars, flyers, upcoming events schedule, and membership forms.  We signed up NINE new members 
and two associate members.  Over $400 in items were sold!  Well worth enduring the heat, the time and 
effort put in.  The camaraderie with Mt. Rose and the other Republican Women's Groups is amazing. 
 Our tables were beautiful.  We have new tablecloths, courtesy of Kathy Vineyard.  The tables were 
decorated so well, it was attractive and many stopped by, including quite a few candidates.  Thank you to 
Nicol Herris, who 'manned' the booth almost the entire time, Lori Moore who transported so many of the 
items down to Corley Ranch, Kathy Doyle who brought and set up a canopy for shade for us. MRRW 
President Nikki Young  and her great team brought an 8' table, cooler and ice.  Toni Taylor, Caroline Smith, 
Joan Shoop, Angela Haakinson and Karen Smith also helped out the entire day. 
 So, a big "thank you" to everyone who put in sweat, hard work and your volunteer time.  You are really 
appreciated.  We are all in this fight together and we make good things happen. 

PAA Corner, Joan Shoop 
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Wine Tasting Party 

RWR Monthly Luncheons:  Red Hawk vs. Atlantis 

 The RWR Board of Directors has decided to continue to have our monthly luncheons at Red 

Hawk Golf and Country Club in Sparks for the rest of 2021.  

 Ever since COVID and the Governor’s mask mandate, all clubs have had challenges finding 

a venue for their in-person monthly meetings, including RWR.  Last year, once we were able 

to meet in person, RWR chose Red Hawk as the venue.  The reason for the choice was two-

fold:  1) management is very lenient about not having to wear masks inside; and 2)  we can 

have more people, now up to 100, inside.   

 Everyone loves the Atlantis, and the staff there has been so good to us throughout the 

years.  However, the Atlantis is governed by the Nevada Gaming Control Board laws, which 

are very strict  concerning obligatory mask wearing inside casinos.  The casinos could stand 

to lose their operating license or be severely fined for any violations of this mandate.  At the 

Atlantis, one is required to wear a mask even when sitting at the table, and when not actively 

eating or drinking.   (I recall once at the Atlantis I was walking to the ladies’ room with my 

mask on and an employee stopped me and told me my mask wasn’t covering my nose 

enough, and to move it higher.)  

 Red Hawk, being a restaurant, is not governed by such restrictions.  Anyone who has been 

there knows it’s a lovely venue in a lovely setting, and the staff there is also welcoming and 

cooperative – need I also say conservative?  The new Veterans Parkway extension makes it 

easier to get from points in south Reno up to Sparks.  We will include these directions to Red 

Hawk in our email with the monthly luncheon flyer. 

 We appreciate your understanding of this situation.  It has been difficult to plan ahead with 

the constantly changing COVID policies of our Governor.  We hear your concerns and hope 

to return to the Atlantis one of these days, but it has to be under the right circumstances. 

Kathy Doyle 

A Request from our Members: 

 The Republican Women of Reno will be looking for a new permanent 2nd Vice President beginning in 
January of 2022.  This is for The Chair of the Membership Committee.  We have a large, strong 
committee already in place.  We are looking for someone with very good skills to take over. 

 If you are interested in this position, knowing more about the duties or might know of someone who 
would be interested, please contact me.   

Thank you. 
Joan Shoop 

Joan Shoop, Nominating Chair 
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 What a successful past few months 
RWR has had with membership!. 
  
We signed up eight new members 
and two new Associate members at 
the RWR table at the August 14

th
 

Basque Fry.  Kathy Doyle, Toni 
Taylor, and Lori Moore from the 
Membership Committee were on hand to assist the RWR team.  Our past luncheons have 
also produced a lot of new members.   

 Please welcome the following new members who have joined our club this summer: 
        Brieanne Anderson    Rebecca Marshall 
        Leslie Auers        Jacquelyn McCloskey 
        Teri Bartl          Colleen Mendoza 
        Judy Charles-Griffin   Adrienne Monarrez   
        Gillian Coelho       Christine Randolph 
        Dawn Cooper        Nancy Sommer 
        Maria Cottrell        Rosalie Ogburn 
        Linda Darling        Ann Orcutt 
        Nannette Furrer      Anne Pettigrew 
        Mary Graham        Sue Saville 
        Cyndi Gross        Linda Seller 
        Dana Jensen        Erica Tabano 
        Mandi Johnston      Sandi TenBoer 
        Rachel Kadenacy     Roberta Thompson 
        Terri Keating        Victoria Vasenden 
        Candice Kiel        Xuan Thu Failing 
        Krista Kip          Gail Wells 
        Jane Krider         Deb Yates 
        Janet Lanham       Carol Youngman 
        Karen Lanham-Evans 

        Marlene MacNichols 

Here are our new Associate members: 

        Shirley Appel 
        Amy Brown 
        Mendy Elliott 
        Elaine Grimes 
        Kathryn Kelly 
        Aaron Park 

        T. Thanh-Thuy Tran 

 The Membership Committee has a lot of interesting plans for the rest of this year, including 
our Fall Membership Renewal Drive.   Stay tuned for details and remember we always 
welcome new members to our team. 

Kathy Doyle, Membership 
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Kathy Doyle, Calendar 



RWR Member VickieSchnabel  

Caroline Smith encourages ladies 

to do precinct work. 
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August RWR Meeting 

Bev Stenehjem, RWR Recording Secretary 

and co- chairman, Education Brigade 

Jeff Church, guest speaker 

Washoe County School Board 



RWR Member VickieSchnabel  

Caroline Smith encourages ladies 

to do precinct work. 
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Basque Fry 

Back row: Joan Shoop, XXX, Toni Taylor, Sam 

Brown, Nikki Young, XXX, Desire Young-Moreno, 

Melanie Sutton and Caroline Smith. Sitting: Kathy 

Doyle, Nicol Herris and Lori Moore. 

Joan Shoop, Karen Smith, Angela Haackin-

son, Jeannie Quintana, Nicol Herris,  

Sigal Chattah, Caroline Smith, 

Kathy Doyle and Lori Moore  

Nicol Herris, Jim Wheeler, Joan Shoop 

and Kathy Doyle   



RWR Member VickieSchnabel  

Caroline Smith encourages ladies 

to do precinct work. 
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RWR August Workshop 

Kathy Doyle, Lisa Krasner, Nicôl Herris. 

Assemblywoman Lisa Krasner 



 

- 11 - 

D I D   Y O U   K N O W .................................... 
 

*  In the U.S., 45% of all new stores opening this year are the Dollar Stores. 

*  While serving in the Philippines in 1939, General Eisenhower learned to fly at the age of 

46. 

*  FRIGGATRISKAIDEKAPHOBIA  is a 99 year old Norse-Greek word for the fear of Friday, 

the 13th. 

*  A new study shows medical bills are the largest source of American debt. 

*  Eczema affects 31 million Americans, and one in ten will develop eczema in their lifetime. 

*  The dime has 118 ridges around the edge, the quarter has 119 ridges. 

*  A cat has 32 muscles in each ear. 

*  The Girl Scouts have a new cookie, Adventurefuls, a brownie-inspired cookie with 

caramel flavored creme', a chocolate drizzle and a hint of sea salt. 

*  In 2020, 91 million prescriptions for anxiety were given. 

*  Rip currents kill 100 every year. 

*  Fines for unruly airline passengers have already topped $1 million so far in 2021. 

*  The Washoe County Sheriffs' Office has a new trac robot that holds 100 pounds of food 

and supplies to safely find people in explosions and fires. 

*  New satellite images show China is building nuclear silos. 

*  In 2020, there were 791,000 scam complaints.  Over one million are expected this year. 

*  The youngest country in the world is New Zealand. 

*  The average person's left hand does 56% of the typing. 

*  A recent study shows dogs can tell when a person is lying.  Uh-ohh........................... 

Joan Shoop, Americanism, Homeland Security 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
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